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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 4544
TITLE: An Act relative to Hispanic-serving institutions
SPONSORS: Rep. Michael P. Kushmerek (Fitchburg) and Sen. John J. Cronin
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY: New file
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. ch.15A – Public Education: This chapter deals with the state higher education, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges.
M.G.L. ch.15A, §10 – Definitions 
SUMMARY: 
Amends section 10 of chapter 15A by inserting a new paragraph defining “Hispanic-serving intuition” as an institution of higher education must be accredited by an agency recognized by the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education, have at least 25% Hispanic full-time equivalent undergraduate students at the end of the preceding award year, offer at least two-year academic programs leading to a degree, and have a high enrollment of students in need.
Subject to appropriations, funds credited to a dedicated fund can be expended by the commissioner for purposes related to Hispanic-serving institutions. Grants awarded under this title are intended to help these institutions plan, develop, undertake, and carry out programs to improve and expand their capacity to serve Hispanic and other low-income students.
Authorized activities for grant use include:
1) Purchase, rental, or lease of scientific or laboratory equipment for educational and research purposes.
2) Construction, maintenance, renovation, and improvement of classrooms, libraries, laboratories, and other instructional facilities.
3) Support for faculty exchanges, development, curriculum development, academic instruction, and fellowships for advanced degrees.
4) Purchase of library books, periodicals, and other educational materials.
5) Tutoring, counseling, and student service programs aimed at improving academic success, including remedial education and English language instruction.
6) Articulation agreements and student support programs to facilitate transfers from two-year to four-year institutions.
7) Funds management, administrative management, and acquisition of equipment for strengthening funds management.
8) Joint use of facilities like laboratories and libraries.
9) Establishing or improving development offices to increase contributions from alumni and the private sector.
10) Establishing or improving an endowment fund.
11) Creating or improving facilities for Internet or other distance education technologies.
12) Establishing or enhancing teacher education programs.
13) Establishing community outreach programs to encourage elementary and secondary school students to pursue postsecondary education.
14) Expanding the number of Hispanic and other underrepresented graduate and professional students served by the institution.
15) Providing education, counseling, or financial information to improve students' and their families' financial literacy, especially regarding student indebtedness and assistance programs under Title IV.
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