JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS   
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY  
Bill Number:  H.5521
 
Title: An Act providing recall elections in the town of Sudbury

Sponsor(s): Rep. Carmine Lawrenece Gentile 
 
Hearing Date: July 21, 2026
  
Reporting Deadline: September 19, 2026
  
Prior History: N/A 
  
Similar Matters: N/A 
  
CURRENT LAW:  N/A- The Town of Sudbury does not currently have a recall procedure in place.

SUMMARY: This legislation establishes a formal process for recalling elected town officials in Sudbury who are elected solely by the town’s voters. It allows registered voters to initiate a recall by filing an affidavit and collecting signatures from at least 10 percent of registered voters within a specified timeframe. If enough valid signatures are obtained and the official does not resign, a recall election must be held. The legislation outlines the procedures for conducting the election, including how the recall question and replacement candidates will appear on the ballot. If a majority of voters support the recall, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes is elected to serve the remainder of the unexpired term. The legislation also bars any official who is recalled, or who resigns while a recall petition is pending, from being appointed to any town office for two years. 
