JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS    
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
Bill Number:  H.5539 
  
Title: An Act relative to recall elections in the town of Danvers 
 
Sponsor(s): Rep. Sally Kerans  
  
Hearing Date: July 21, 2026 
   
Reporting Deadline: September 19, 2026 
   
Prior History: N/A  
   
Similar Matters: N/A  
   
CURRENT LAW:  N/A- The Town of Danvers does not currently have a recall procedure in place. 
 
SUMMARY: This legislation will establish a formal recall process for town-wide elected officials in Danvers, allowing registered voters to remove an official from office if they file a signed affidavit with at least 350 voters and later gather signatures from at least 20% of registered voters. If the petition is certified, a recall election must be held within 64 to 90 days unless a regular town election is near. The legislation sets procedures for notifying the official, verifying signatures, conducting the election, and determining the ballot format, and it allows the official to remain in office unless and until they are recalled by voters. It also limits when recalls can be initiated, including a 6-month waiting period after taking office or after an unsuccessful recall, and prohibits a recalled official from being appointed to town office for 12 months. 

