JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS    
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
Bill Number:  H.5539 
  
Title: An Act relative to Fall River polling places
 
Sponsor(s): Rep. Alan Silvia  
  
Hearing Date: July 21, 2026 
   
Reporting Deadline: September 19, 2026 
   
Prior History: N/A  
   
Similar Matters: N/A  
   
CURRENT LAW: MGL c. 54 § 24 governs the designation of polling locations by local election officials. At least 20 days before the biennial state election or annual or biennial city election and ten days before a special election, officials are required to designate polling places for each precinct and see that they are properly prepared. If the public convenience would be better served, polling places may be designated in an adjacent precinct of the city. If a polling place houses two precincts, the total number of registered voters for that polling place may not exceed three thousand. Separate ballot boxes must be used when two precincts are housed in the same polling location. When polling places are changed, city election officials must provide suitable written public notice, and give notice by mail to registered voters.
 
SUMMARY: This legislation will establish a formal process for altering polling places in the City of Fall River. Under this process, the City Council can change previously listed polling places outside of a period of 20 days before an election to better serve the interests of public convenience or public health. Alcoholic beverages are not allowed to be consumed in buildings used for polling places while votes are being cast or counted. The City Council is required to assess the impacts of polling location  changes on the basis of race, national origin, disability, income, or age. Once a polling location change is made, the board of registrars in the City are required to post on the city website and elsewhere to properly notify residents. 

