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	SUMMARY
Chapter 21A of Massachusetts General Law is amended to include updated Section 2B, establishing a drought management task force within EEA. 

The secretary and director of the MA emergency management agency will appoint to the task force officials from relevant agencies and professional organizations, representatives from agencies that maintain relevant data on drought conditions, public health and safety and environmental professionals, and may invite officials from federal agencies.
 
The task force will help collect technical information and provide recommendations to the administration regarding drought level and response. The secretary of EEA may order water conservation measures, which are to be enforced in full by municipalities.

The task force will update a statewide drought management plan that addresses preparedness and response to drought conditions and public health, public safety, and the environment. The plan may be updated at any time by the task force, will be reviewed every 5 years and updated at least every 10 years, and must be approved by the Water Resources Commission.



