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	SUMMARY 
This legislation amends Chapter 143 of Massachusetts General Law by inserting a new section, 93A, directing the State Board of Building Regulations and Standards within the Division of Occupational Licensure to adopt and administer a state building code pursuant to the following objectives: 
· creating uniform standards and requirements for construction and construction materials compatible with accepted standards of engineering and fire prevention practices, energy conservation, climate resilience, and public health and safety 
· facilitating the adoption of modern technical methods and devices to reduce construction and maintenance costs and decrease damage from climate change 
· eliminating restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and unnecessary building regulations and requirements.  
This legislation also allows select boards and city councils to request the use of expanded floodplain maps based on the best available climate climate science, in addition to FEMA flood insurance rate maps, for the purpose of determining base flood elevation and mandating the applicability of flood-resistant construction standards as contained in the residential and commercial base building codes where flood hazard areas are referenced. These bodies shall certify that the municipality has formally adopted the official use of expanded use via ordinance or bylaw.  
This legislation further allows the building code appeals board to grant variances and determine the suitability of alternate materials and methods of construction provided that no appeals board decisions conflict with the board's general objectives as set forth in the amended Ch. 143, Section 95, and provided that the board of building standards and regulations shall adopt a standard procedure for considering applications for variances to buildings or construction within a floodplain. 
This legislation also directs the EEA Secretary to develop, as an appendix to the state building code and the state residential code, a municipal opt-in specialized stretch resilience code that incorporates data on climate risks including inland and coastal flooding, extreme temperatures, wind, and changes in precipitation patterns, and that is more stringent than the most recent edition of the international building code and international residential code. The EEA Secretary shall form and consult with an advisory committee in the development of the stretch resilience code, and the code will be reviewed and updated by the EEA Secretary every 3 years. 






