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	SUMMARY

This bill amends Chapter 21N (Climate Protection and Green Economy Act). The first two sections of this bill provide new definitions of “Nature Services” and “Reforestation”. Section 3 of this bill amends Section 3A (Adoption of sector-based statewide greenhouse gas emissions sublimits) of Chapter 21N (Climate Protection and Green Economy Act) by adding natural and working lands to the list of greenhouse gas emissions sublimits. 

This bill also amends Section 5 (Contents of roadmap plan; filing) of Chapter 21N (Climate Protection and Green Economy Act) by including that when developing a natural and working lands plan, information about expenditures, participation rates and results from the natural and working lands friendly communities program must be included. Additionally, recommendations for administrative policies, programs and legislation to improve compliance and to meet statewide goals should be included. 

This bill also adds new language regarding recommendations within the natural and working lands plan (Section 5). Section 6 of this bill seeks to protect natural and working lands, freshwater wetlands, and coastal wetlands while ensuring equitable access to nature’s benefits. The state must avoid, minimize, and mitigate the loss or degradation of these lands, recognizing their ecological, agricultural, cultural, recreational, public health, and economic value.

This bill will develop a local opt-in program under the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) called “Natural and Working Lands Friendly Communities,” to incentivize municipalities to make land use and planning decisions that reduce loss of natural and working lands, freshwater wetlands and coastal wetlands. Additional aspects of this program are outlined in Section 6 of this bill (ie. eligibility requirements, funding measures, etc). Municipalities will receive technical and financial assistance and increased payments in lieu of taxes on state-owned land.

This bill will also direct the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to set a Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office (MEPA) review threshold for projects that involve certain levels of permanent conversion of natural and working lands as well as freshwater wetlands and coastal wetlands. 

Before July 1, 2025, MEPA will establish methodologies for measuring the implications of greenhouse gas emissions due to clearing and farmland development, and will develop options for mitigation. Six months before finalizing the review threshold and methodologies, MEPA will publish a draft review and will solicit a public comment period. MEPA will request comments from the Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources as well as from the Joint Committee on Agriculture.










