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SUMMARY

This legislation amends Section 43A of Chapter 21 of the Massachusetts General Laws to enhance oversight and improve response efforts related to combined sewage overflow (CSO) discharges.
The bill requires DEP, in consultation with DPH, to develop Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) standards. These standards will guide testing of water bodies for bacteria and other pollutants following a discharge from a permittee’s CSO outfall.
Subject to funding, DEP or its designee must conduct testing using its QAPP, within a reasonable time after a CSO notification, and at multiple downstream locations from each outfall. Testing may be suspended between December and March due to weather conditions.
DEP will compile the data from each CSO event, produce an annual report by November summarizing findings, and collaborate with DPH to create a predictive model for post-CSO water quality. The data will also be used to identify areas with high bacteria concentrations.
If a discharge results in bacteria levels exceeding 235 colony forming units (CFU) per 100 milliliters, the permittee must develop a CSO mitigation plan, subject to DEP approval. Permittees with approved plans will receive priority consideration for state stormwater funding.
The legislation also amends subsection (g) to require permittees to report discharge volumes, directs DEP to assist with installing accurate metering equipment, and mandates timely public advisories in accordance with established deadlines.
Finally, the amendment eliminates provisions that previously allowed permittees to request alternative metering or modeling methods, and removed the DEP commissioner’s authority to extend public advisory deadlines due to equipment issues.




