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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 1055

	TITLE
	An Act relative to the conservation of Atlantic striped bass

	SPONSORS
SIMILAR MATTERS
	Representative Stanley
None

	PRIOR HISTORY
2017-2018: Filed as H465; redrafted as H4274 by ENRA; referred to HWM where no further action was taken
2019-2020: Filed as H876; Reported favorably by ENRA accompanying H877 and H878, Referred to HWM where no further action was taken 
2021-2022: Filed as H1014; reported favorably by ENRA; referred to HWM where no further action was taken
2023-2024: Filed as H908; Reported favorably accompanied by H907; referred to HWM where no further action was taken


	SUMMARY
Under this bill, a commission is established to examine the status of wild striped bass in the state.  The commission will examine and assess the impact that commercial harvesting and recreational fishing have on the population and viability of wild striped bass in the state, the economic value of the recreational striped bass fishery in terms of tax revenue and jobs, and state and local tax revenue loss from the decline of the recreational fishery.
The members of the commission will be:
· 1 Senator appointed by the Senate President
· 1 Representative appointed by the House Speaker
· 1 Senator appointed by the Senate Minority Leader
· 1 Representative appointed by the House Minority Leader
· Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (or designee)
· Secretary of Health and Human Services (or designee)
· Secretary of Economic Development (or designee)
· 1 representative from the commercial fishing industry
· 1 representative from the sports fishing industry
· 1 representative of Stripers Forever
· 3 independent marine science experts (appointed by the Governor)
· 3 independent representatives from the marine science industry who are experts in fisheries (appointed by the Governor)
The members of the commission will be appointed within 90 days of the bill's effective date.  Further, the commission can hold public hearings in Gloucester, New Bedford, Boston, and Cape Cod to assist in the collection and evaluation of data and testimony. 
The Commission will prepare a written report detailing its findings and recommendations, along with any necessary legislation.  The report will be submitted to the Governor, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Senate President and Speaker, the chairs of ENRA, the chairs of the House and Senate Ways and Means Committees, the chairs of the Revenue Committee, the chairs of Economic Development and Emerging Technologies, and the chairs of Tourism, Arts, and Cultural Development not later than December 31, 2026.




