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	SUMMARY

This bill, “The Green Zones Act,” aims to address disproportionate environmental burdens faced by Black/African American, Asian, Indigenous, Latino/Hispanic, and low-income communities in Massachusetts. The Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is tasked with conducting environmental audits of environmental justice neighborhoods in Massachusetts and using the results to identify “Green Zones”. Green Zones pertain to areas within environmental justice neighborhoods where strategies can be implemented to mitigate environmental burdens and enhance sustainability and resilience.

Twice a year, the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs will submit the findings of the environmental audit to the Clerks of the House and Senate, Chairs of the House and Senate Committees on Ways and Means, and the Chairs of the Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. Additionally, findings will be posted on the EEA website. 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into an intrastate compact with municipal officials of environmental justice communities to define how state and local agencies will cooperate in implementing Green Zones. This cooperation can include assigning staff, providing technical assistance, offering planning grants, and other actions allowed under existing law. 




