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BILL NO.  			H1585

TITLE:  	An Act relative to air traffic safety

SPONSOR:			Rep. Bruce J. Ayers

COSPONSORS:		None

HEARING DATE:		May 6, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY:		H1387 (2023-2024)
H1457 (2021-2022)
H1337 (2019-2020)
H3577 (2017-2018)

SENATE BILL: 		None

CURRENT LAW:	Section 39A of Chapter 18 of the United States Code prohibits aiming a laser pointer at an aircraft, or at the flight path of such aircraft with a punishment of up to 5 years in prison or up to a $11,000 fine. 

BILL SUMMARY: 	Section 1 – Establishes a new section in Chapter 269 of the General Laws that introduces penalties for interfering with an aircraft in flight by use of a laser pointer or drone. Knowingly aiming a laser beam at an aircraft, operating an unmanned aerial vehicle in its flight path, or otherwise interfering with an aircraft in flight, on or over the territory of the commonwealth, carries a fine of up to $1,500. If said actions “cause a significant change of course or other serious disruption” to the aircraft, then the offense carries a fine of up to $5,000, and/or an up-to 5-year state prison sentence. The bill makes exemptions for certain federal agencies. 
		


