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BILL SUMMARY

BILL NO.  			H1701

TITLE:	An Act relative to drug distribution causing death

SPONSOR:			Rep. Paul K. Frost 

COSPONSOR:		Rep. Steven G. Xiarhos

HEARING DATE:		May 6, 2025

PRIOR HISTORY:		H1497 (2023-2024)
H1571 (2021-2022)
H1411 (2019-2020)

SENATE BILL: 		None

CURRENT LAW:	Section 31 of Chapter 94C of the General Laws designates the classes and types of controlled drugs in the commonwealth. Class A primarily includes opioids and derivatives of opioids. Class B includes methamphetamines, opium poppy and poppy straw. Class C includes Psilocybin, Clonazepam, and Diazepam. Class D includes Marijuana. Class E includes all prescription drugs not otherwise listed in the classes.

BILL SUMMARY:	Section 1 – Creates a new section in Chapter 265 that punishes a person who, in violation of Chapter 94C, manufactures, distributes, or dispenses any controlled substance listed in Section 31 as a Class A, B or C making them strictly liable for a death which results from the injection, inhalation or ingestion of that substance. Punished by incarceration up to life and not more than s $25,000 fine. 

