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CURRENT LAW:	Section 63 of Chapter 272 of the General laws permits authorities to designate someone as a tramp. This is defined as any form of begging for money or food in a town where the person does not have residence. 

Section 66 of Chapter 272 criminalizes vagrancy as wandering or begging in private or public areas or going door to door to request money. This is punishable by six months imprisonment in a house of corrections.

Section 67 of Chapter 272 allows sheriffs, constables and police officers to arrest and bring before a court anyone they believe to be or have a complainant claiming that they are a vagrant. 
 
BILL SUMMARY:	Section 1 – Adds a new crime to Chapter 272 for those who beg for money near public ways such as sidewalks. If they do so in a disorderly or disturbing manner they could be convicted of this crime and punished with three months’ imprisonment in a house of corrections. 
 
