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Summary: This bill amends Section 2 of Chapter 22D, replacing the division of hazardous materials with a division of special operations which includes hazardous materials emergency response teams and technical rescue emergency response teams. 
Section 3: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D, by giving the State Fire Marshal sole discretion for the division of the commonwealth into technical rescue regions and amendment of the number of such regions as needed. 
Section 4: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (a), The State Fire Marshal oversees organizing technical rescue services, training, equipment acquisition, and fund distribution.
Section 5: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (b), The technical rescue coordinating council will serve as an advisory board to the state fire marshal. A member shall hold office until a successor is appointed. The council shall now elect a chair and vice chair every two years which was previously annually.
Section 6: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (c) The council previously developed uniform standards, rules and procedures for the operation of a statewide regional technical rescue services program; they are now to advise the state fire marshal on the development of such. 
Section 7: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (d), The council previously established cost recovery mechanisms for technical rescue services provided within a technical rescue region, they are now to advise the state fire marshal on the establishment of such. 
Section 8: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (e), The department may dispatch technical rescue teams, with the team leader holding authority over team operations and the incident commander managing the overall rescue site.
Section 9: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (f), Actions by member departments during technical rescue responses are considered acts on behalf of the department and for the benefit of the Commonwealth.
Section 10: amends Section 6 of Chapter 22D subsection (g),the state fire marshal may promulgate rules and regulations to implement this section.
Section 11: Adds subsection (h) to Section 6 of Chapter 22D: The Commonwealth will reimburse municipalities for technical rescue response costs and provide qualified team members an annual stipend up to $5,000.
Section 12: amends Section 2DDDDD of Chapter 29, The Technical Rescue Services Fund is no longer administered by the technical rescue coordinating council
Section 13: amends Section 2DDDDD of Chapter 29, The fund shall consist of: (i) compensation received under a contract including, but not limited to, a contract for services or otherwise with a company that designates a member fire department as a stand-by rescue team in order to meet the requirements established by the federal United States Occupational Safety and Health Administration under 29 C.F.R. 1910
Section 14: amends Section 2DDDDD of Chapter 29, The state fire marshal, as administrator, may expend funds credited without being subject to further appropriation. 
















