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Hearing Date: TBD 
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Summary: Section 1 amends Section 13A of Chapter 22 of the General Laws, as amended by section 29 of chapter 39 of the acts of 2021, to require that two of the appointed board members be licensed architects, one be a licensed building inspector, and three members be selected in consultation with advocacy groups representing individuals with disabilities.
Section 2 provides that the board may modify, alter, or amend the rules and regulations applicable to any facility, including spaces not generally open to the public, to ensure they are safe for use by individuals with disabilities. Additionally, between 5 percent and 10 percent of the units must be accessible to individuals with disabilities. The board may revise the definition of "accessible to the disabled" as needed. Parking areas must comply with ADA standards. The section also defines which properties are subject to design regulations intended to benefit individuals with disabilities.
Section 17 further amends Section 13A by defining the terms “employee work area,” “facility,” and “gut rehabilitation” for purposes of determining accessibility.
Section 20 expands the definition of “public buildings” to include not only buildings owned by the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions, but also any building open for public accommodation.



