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Bill Summary     
     
Bill Number: H2599

Name: An Act relative to the use of green lights for municipal emergency management vehicles
   
Sponsor(s): Representative Carol A. Doherty

Hearing Date: TBD 
   
Prior History: N/A
 
Summary:  Section 1: Amends Chapter 90 (Motor Vehicles and Aircraft) by inserting after section 7E the following new section 7E1/2: No vehicles besides MassDOT, municipal public works, and emergency management vehicles shall mount or display a flashing, rotating, or oscillating green light in any direction. Police vehicles may display red flashing/rotating/oscillating lights facing backward (opposite to their direction of travel). Fire trucks or fire apparatus may display blue flashing/rotating/oscillating lights facing backward. Vehicles owned or operated by municipal emergency management or public works departments may mount thereon flashing, rotating, or oscillating green lights. Lights shall be displayed only when the owner or operator is proceeding to an emergency and/or alarm. An application must be submitted, with a written permit issued and delivered to the owner and operator by the municipality.  If the application is not by the registered owner, the registered owner must forward a written statement certifying they are aware of the green light being mounted and displayed. Permits must be carried on their person or in the vehicle, easily accessible.  Upon termination, the permit shall be revoked immediately. Upon written request, the permit may be revoked by the registrar, including for unauthorized use of green lights, and the owner and operator shall be subject to a fine. The registrar of motor vehicles shall notify the owner and operator upon revocation, as well as the head of the police and fire department of the town the permit was originally issued. The registrar may make further rules and regulations governing or prohibiting the display of other lights on vehicles they may deem necessary for public safety. A person violating any provision of this section for a penalty not otherwise provided shall be subject to a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars.



