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Bill Number: H2623

Name: An Act relative to protecting public safety from unlicensed work and trades
   
Sponsor(s): Representative Jessica Giannino

Hearing Date: TBD 
   
Prior History: N/A
 
Summary:  Section 1: proposes to amend Section 30 of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by making fines applicable to all violations of rules, orders, or regulations issued by the board, marshal, or fire department head—regardless of whether another penalty is specified elsewhere.
Section 2: proposes to amend Section 30 of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by clarifying notification methods by requiring in-hand service or a formal citation under Chapter 148A.
Section 3: proposes to amend Section 30 of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by striking the third sentence removing the Superior Court's authority to enforce fire safety rules, orders, or regulations through equitable jurisdiction. 
Section 4: proposes to amend Section 30 of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by adding Performing work without a valid license, certificate, or registration from the State Fire Marshal is punishable by a fine of up to $500 for a first offense. Loaning, selling, or allowing another person to use a State Fire Marshal-issued license, certificate, or registration also carries a fine of up to $500 for a first offense.
Section 5: proposes to amend Section 34C of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by increasing the fine from $1,000 to $1,500 for subsequent violations of the code or order. 
Section 6: proposes to amend Section 2 of Chapter 22D of the General Laws by adding language that gives the state fire marshal the authority to make rules and regulations to carry out any particular duty or responsibility specifically mandated by law.
Section 7: proposes to amend Section 30 of Chapter 148 of the General Laws as appearing in the 2020 Official Edition by adding Section 33A  Suspension or Revocation of License; Notice which allows the State Fire Marshal to immediately suspend or revoke a license, permit, or certificate without a hearing if the holder violates fire safety laws, regulations, or orders in a way that poses an immediate threat to public safety. The marshal must provide written notice of the violation, and the holder has the right to a hearing within 30 days to appeal or seek reinstatement.



