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Bill Number: H2670
Name: An Act establishing a peace officer oath.
Sponsor(s):  Representative Samantha Montaño 
Hearing Date: TBD
  
Prior History: N/A

Summary: 
Section 1: this bill proposes to amend Chapter 6E of the Massachusetts General Laws by inserting Section 13A: establishes an ethical oath requirement for peace officers in Massachusetts, aligning with the goals of the Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Commission to enhance public trust and professional policing standards. The oath, grounded in principles of beneficence, non-maleficence, accountability, and constitutional rights, must be sworn upon certification and recertification by all certified peace officers, including special and reserve officers. It includes commitments to do no harm, use de-escalation and proportional force, uphold civil rights, ensure emergency medical care, maintain professional integrity, pursue continued education, and report misconduct. The POST Commission will develop and oversee the oath's language and implementation, integrate it into training and evaluations, and submit annual reports to the Governor and Legislature on its impact. 

Section 2:  This act shall take effect 90 days after its passage 


