JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number: H.3907

Title: An Act amending chapter 445 of the acts of 1960 and establishing a board of election commissioners in the city of Salem

Sponsor(s): Rep. Manny Cruz

Hearing Date: November 13, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: January 12, 2025
 
Prior History:  N/A

Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under current Massachusetts law, cities and towns generally administer elections through a board of registrars of voters established under Massachusetts General Laws (MGL) Chapter 51, Sections 15–18, and a city or town clerk who conducts elections under MGL Chapters 50–54. Boards of registrars (typically four members) are appointed so that no more than two belong to the same political party, and they handle voter registration, certification of nomination papers, and maintenance of voting lists. The city or town clerk, acting as election officer, is responsible for conducting elections, giving notice, and managing ballots and results.

SUMMARY: This legislation establishes a five-member Board of Election Commissioners in the City of Salem to assume all powers and duties related to elections currently held by the city clerk and board of registrars of voters. The board will include representation from both major political parties and reflect the city’s racial and ethnic diversity. It will oversee election administration, promote voter participation, and may appoint assistants and an administrative director with mayoral approval. Upon the act’s effective date, July 1, 2026, or upon passage, whichever is later, the existing board of registrars will be abolished, and its members and responsibilities transferred to the new board.
