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	SUMMARY
This bill establishes a new chapter in Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 131C, formalizing strict regulations on the sale and possession of ivory and rhinoceros horn in the Commonwealth.  It defines ivory as any tooth or tusk, or part thereof, from elephants, mammoths, or mastodons, and rhinoceros horn as any piece or derivative of a rhinoceros horn. A sale includes any commercial transaction involving these items, but excludes nonmonetary transfers such as gifts or inheritances.  The law applies if the buyer takes possession in Massachusetts or if the seller is located within the state.
The sale, offer for sale, purchase, or possession with intent to sell ivory or rhinoceros horn is generally prohibited.  Possession of these items in retail or wholesale outlets is considered prima facie evidence of intent to sell.  Specific exemptions include government-authorized law enforcement activities, federally permitted actions, and items such as musical instruments or antiques that contain less than 200 grams of ivory or horn and meet strict documentation requirements.  Other exemptions apply to items with minimal ivory content imported under specific legal circumstances before 2016, as well as sales or transfers to legitimate educational or scientific institutions, provided they meet acquisition and use conditions.
Violations of the law carry escalating penalties.  A first offense may result in fines up to $4,000 or twice the value of the items, and/or up to six months in jail.  Second offenses incur higher fines and longer jail time, while third offenses or those involving items valued at $25,000 or more result in a minimum $40,000 fine and up to two and a half years of imprisonment.  Upon conviction, all ivory and rhinoceros horn involved must be seized and either destroyed or donated to educational or scientific institutions.
To support enforcement, the law establishes the Elephant Ivory and Rhinoceros Horn Trafficking Enforcement Fund.  This fund is administered by the director of law enforcement and may be used to enhance enforcement efforts, including paying rewards for tips that lead to convictions.  It is funded through fines, legislative appropriations, and private contributions.  The fund is not subject to indirect costs, and an annual report detailing revenues, expenditures, and balances is required by October 1 each year.
The act will take effect one year from its date of passage.




