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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 3938

	TITLE
	An Act pertaining to regional resilience and flood protection entities

	SPONSORS
	Representative Sangiolo

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	S658, by Senator Rush

	PRIOR HISTORY
New file, no previous history.

	SUMMARY
Chapter 21A of the General Laws is amended to include the following Section 29, creating the MA Flood Management and Mitigation Authority within EEA.  The Authority shall serve to coordinate flood management and mitigation efforts by local governments, tribal authorities, regional planning bodies, watershed organizations and environmental nonprofits, philanthropic organizations, and other entities.
The Authority is established as an independent entity, free from oversight by the EEA or other governmental bodies, except as outlined in its founding legislation. Its primary responsibilities include developing rules and regulations to protect natural resources, infrastructure, and residents’ property from flooding hazards. In carrying out its mission, the Authority must prioritize conservation, equity, and environmental justice across all of its activities, including planning, design, construction, operation, maintenance, and financing. It is authorized to plan, build, operate, and fund flood control systems and may also borrow money, issue bonds, and secure such bonds with its revenues. Additionally, the Authority is required to submit an annual report to legislative bodies detailing how the Commonwealth and its affiliates are addressing flood mitigation.



