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	TITLE
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	SUMMARY 
This bill amends Chapters 29 and 91 of Massachusetts General Law to establish a Dredge Material Fund, managed by DEP, to support the beneficial reuse of dredged materials for coastal resilience, restoration, and climate adaptation projects. The fund will be financed through dredging permit fees, municipal and private contributions, state and federal grants, legislative appropriations, and interest earnings. These funds will be used to create and operate a statewide program focused on repurposing dredged materials for projects such as beach nourishment, marshland restoration, and intercoastal island protection.
The DEP is tasked with identifying potential reuse sites, coordinating material distribution across municipalities based on environmental and economic need, and issuing guidance on the safe handling of these materials. Municipalities and private entities may participate in the program by submitting plans and cost-sharing with the state. The DEP must submit an annual report to the Legislature detailing the types and quantities of reused materials, project locations, outcomes, expenditures, and recommendations for improvement. Regulations to implement the program must be issued within 12 months of the bill’s passage, with full program operations beginning within 18 months.




