JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4096

Title: An Act amending the special act charter of the city of Northampton to allow residents sixteen years of age or older to vote in preliminary and city elections 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Lindsay N. Sabadosa 

Hearing Date: September 16, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: November 15, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Currently, Chapter 277 of the Acts of 2012 include: 
SECTION 8-7: APPLICATION OF STATE GENERAL LAWS
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this charter and authorized by law, all city elections shall be governed by the laws of the commonwealth relating to the right to vote, the registration of voters, the nomination of candidates, voting places, the conduct of preliminary, regular and special city elections, the submission of charters, charter amendments and other propositions to the voters, the counting of votes, the recounting of votes and the determination of results.

SUMMARY: This legislation amends Chapter 277 of the Acts of 2012 by adding a new provision, Article 8-6, titled “Qualification for Voting,” which expands voting rights in city elections. Under the amendment, all residents of the city, including noncitizens who are not otherwise disqualified under state law, are permitted to vote in preliminary, special, and regular city elections. In elections for ward-specific positions such as ward councilor or ward school committee member, the right to vote extends to all residents of that specific ward. The existing articles are renumbered article 8-6 to 8-7 and article 8-7 to 8-8. The act takes effect immediately upon passage. 

