JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4098

Title: An Act relative to ranked choice voting in the city of Northampton

Sponsor(s): Rep. Lindsay N. Sabadosa

Hearing Date: November 13, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: January 12, 2025
 
Prior History: 2023-2024- H.714- Ordered to a House Study  
2022-2021- H.4885- Reported favorably and referred to the committee on House 
Steering, Policy, and Scheduling. Referred then to the House committee on Bills in the 		Third Reading

Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 50 through 54 govern the conduct of all state and local elections, including how votes are cast, counted, and certified. Specifically, M.G.L. c.50, §1 defines the general framework for elections, M.G.L. c.54, §§1–135 outlines the administration of elections (including ballot format, counting, and certification), and M.G.L. c.53 governs nominations and ballot access. Under this system, voters may select only one candidate per office, and votes are not transferred or redistributed based on ranked preference

SUMMARY: Amends the Northampton city charter to adopt ranked choice voting for all city elections. The bill also sets procedures for drawing ballot order, and establishes seven wards with equal populations. 

