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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 4111

	TITLE
	An Act relative to creating a battery recycling program

	SPONSORS
	Representative Adrianne Ramos

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	None

	PRIOR HISTORY
New file; No prior history

	SUMMARY
Chapter 21A of the Massachusetts General Law is amended to include Section 32, establishing regulations for the disposal and recycling of rechargeable batteries in Massachusetts. It defines key terms, including battery manufacturers, retailers, and types of rechargeable batteries, and prohibits their disposal as solid waste. Retailers must accept used batteries from consumers for recycling, display signs about the disposal ban, provide collection boxes, and offer return options for online or mail-order sales. Manufacturers are required to fund and manage the collection and recycling of used batteries, submit recycling plans and annual reports to DEP, and educate the public. The commissioner has authority to approve or reject plans and impose civil penalties for violations, with increasing fines for repeated offenses. Additionally, DEP is tasked with creating a lithium-ion battery recycling program, and retailers must comply within 180 days of the law’s enactment.



