JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H. 4185

Title: An Act relative to the nomination process for candidates for town meeting in Milford 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Brian Murray 

Hearing Date: July 8, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: September 6, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Section 4.  (a)  Nominations of candidates for town meeting members to be elected under this act shall be made by nomination papers, which shall bear no political designation, be signed by not less than 30 voters of the precinct in which the candidate resides and be filed with the town clerk not less than 35 days before the election. No nomination papers shall be valid in respect to any candidate whose written acceptance is not thereon or attached thereto when filed.

SUMMARY: This legislation will amend Chapter 271 of the Acts of 1933 by replacing Section 4, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 80 of the Acts of 2019, to revise the nomination process for town meeting members. Under the new Section 4: Nomination papers for town meeting candidates must bear no political designation, be signed by at least 10 voters from the candidate’s precinct, and be filed with the town clerk at least 35 days before the election. The candidate’s written acceptance must be included for the papers to be valid. However, incumbent town meeting members may seek reelection without filing nomination papers by submitting written notice to the town clerk at least 30 days before the election, provided they are running in the same precinct and are not disqualified due to precinct changes or having filled a vacancy.
