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CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 50 through 54 govern the conduct of all state and local elections, including how votes are cast, counted, and certified. Specifically, M.G.L. c.50, §1 defines the general framework for elections, M.G.L. c.54, §§1–135 outlines the administration of elections (including ballot format, counting, and certification), and M.G.L. c.53 governs nominations and ballot access. Under this system, voters may select only one candidate per office, and votes are not transferred or redistributed based on ranked preference

SUMMARY: This Act authorizes the Town of Amherst to implement ranked choice voting (RCV) in its municipal elections, overriding conflicting state laws. Voters may rank candidates in order of preference, and ballots are counted in rounds, redistributing votes from eliminated or elected candidates until all seats are filled. Specific definitions and procedures are outlined for handling ballots, thresholds, surpluses, and exhausted votes. Ballots must allow for multiple rankings and comply with state law. The Town Clerk and Board of Registrars manage vote tabulation and tie-breaking. The Act includes a severability clause and takes effect 120 days after enactment.
