JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4202

Title: An Act relative to the recall of any holder of elective office in the city of Chicopee

Sponsor(s): Rep. Shirley B. Arriaga

Hearing Date: July 8, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: September 6, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: The current law, as established by Chapter 144 of the Acts of 1917 and provisions in the Chicopee city charter, provides that the mayor of Chicopee serves a two-year term.
SUMMARY: This legislation establishes a formal process for the recall of any elected city official in the City of Chicopee by the city’s registered voters. For officials elected citywide, at least 2,000 voters must file an affidavit; for ward-elected officials, at least 500 ward voters must do so. Once verified, recall petition sheets are issued and must be returned within 30 days with signatures from at least 25% of registered voters in the city or ward, as applicable. If sufficient, the City Council must notify the official and order a recall election within 90 days, unless another election is already scheduled within 100 days. The official may run in the recall election, and the ballot will include both the recall question and candidates for replacement. Restrictions are placed on when recall efforts may begin, and the act becomes Article VIII, Section 66 of the Chicopee City Charter, effective upon voter approval in the next municipal election.
