JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4203

Title: An Act providing for the election of candidates in the city of Haverhill

Sponsor(s): Rep. Andres X. Vargas

Hearing Date: July 8, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: September 6, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under the current Haverhill provisions Chapter 195 of the Acts of 2022 it is legal for a person to file nomination papers and be a candidate for more than one office in the same preliminary election.
SUMMARY: This legislation amends Chapter 195 of the Acts of 2022 to prevent any individual in Haverhill from being a candidate for more than one office in the same preliminary election. If a person submits nomination papers for multiple offices, they must withdraw from all but one by the legal withdrawal deadline. If they fail to do so, they will only appear on the ballot for the office for which their nomination papers were filed first, based on the city's timestamp. The act takes effect upon passage and applies to city elections beginning with the 2025 biennial municipal election.
