JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4204

Title: An Act providing for the election of candidates in the city of Haverhill

Sponsor(s): Rep. Andres X. Vargas

Hearing Date: July 8, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: September 6, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: No acceptance by the candidate for nomination named in the said petition shall be necessary to its validity or its filing, and the petition, which may be on 1 or more papers, need not be sworn to.
Nomination papers shall differentiate between councilor at large and district councilor, and, school committee member at large and district school committee member, and shall be furnished by the city clerk to individuals requesting the same. All incumbent elected councilors or school committee members who submit nomination papers for election to the city council or school committee on which they currently serve at any subsequent municipal election shall be entitled to have the words “candidate for re-nomination” or “candidate for re-election” appear next to their name on the ballot.
SUMMARY: This legislation amends Chapter 195 of the Acts of 2022, which governs the election of at-large and district councilors and school committee members in the City of Haverhill. It adds a provision to Section 2 prohibiting any individual from simultaneously serving as Mayor, City Councilor, or School Committee member while also holding another elected or appointed city office or a paid position funded by the city treasury. An exception is made for City Councilors serving as acting Mayor. The act takes effect upon passage and applies to city elections beginning with the 2025 biennial municipal election.

