JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4309

Title: An Act relative to preliminary elections in the town of Longmeadow 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Brian M. Ashe 

Hearing Date: October 21, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: December 20, 2025
 
Prior History: N/A
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Currently, Chapter 5 of the Acts of 1988 establishes nonpartisan preliminary elections in the town of Longmeadow. Any qualified voter can run for town office by submitting nomination papers with at least 50 certified signatures. Preliminary elections are held 28 days before regular or special town elections, with no party labels allowed on ballots. The top two vote-getters for each office in the preliminary election advance to the general election. If there are not more than twice the number of candidates as available seats, no preliminary election is held. The act takes effect only if approved by a majority vote in a town election.

SUMMARY: This act repeals Chapter 5 of the Acts of 1988, which established provisions for nonpartisan preliminary elections in the Town of Longmeadow. 











