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CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws do not provide a uniform, statewide process for the recall of elected local officials in towns. Instead, recall authority must be granted by a special act of the Legislature for each town. In the absence of such a local act, elected officials in a town may only be removed under limited circumstances set out in other statutes (for example, through judicial proceedings under M.G.L. c.41, §2A for select board members or M.G.L. c.39, §8A for town moderators).

SUMMARY: This legislation establishes a process for recalling elected officials in the town of Charlemont. It allows voters to initiate a recall by filing an affidavit signed by at least 50 residents, followed by petitions signed by 20% of registered voters. If certified, the select board must call a recall election within 64–90 days unless it coincides with another town election. The incumbent continues serving until the election, cannot run to succeed themselves, and is removed if the recall succeeds and a successor qualifies. Safeguards include limits on how soon and how often recalls can occur, and restrictions on recalled or resigned officials from holding town office for one year.

