JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number:  H.4498

Title: An Act regulating elections in the town of Conway

Sponsor(s): Rep. Natalie M. Blais

Hearing Date: November 13, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: January 12, 2025
 
Prior History:  N/A	
 
Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 53 governs the nomination process for town officers. Specifically, M.G.L. c.53, §§117–121 authorize towns that have accepted these provisions to nominate candidates for town offices through caucuses conducted by political parties or town committees. These caucuses allow registered voters to select nominees whose names then appear on the town election ballot. Alternatively, under M.G.L. c.53, §§6–10, candidates may also qualify for the ballot by filing nomination papers with the required number of signatures. The Town of Conway currently uses the caucus method for nominating candidates.

SUMMARY: This legislation will eliminate the use of caucuses for nominating town officers in the Town of Conway and instead require that candidates be nominated by filing nomination papers in accordance with sections 7 and 10 of chapter 53 of the General Laws. It also provides that ballots for town elections shall not include any party or political designation or mark next to a candidate’s name.
