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 CURRENT LAW: Under the current law, presidential electors are chosen according to M.G.L. c. 54, §§ 118, 138, and 148. After the election, the votes for presidential electors are tallied and sent to the state secretary, who transmits the results to the governor and council. Within ten days, the governor and council issue a proclamation listing the number of votes each elector candidate received. The individuals receiving the highest number of votes, up to the number of electors required, are deemed elected, and the governor issues a certificate of election under M.G.L. c. 54, § 118. If vacancies occur or a majority of electors has not been chosen, the remaining electors or the legislature fill the positions in accordance with M.G.L. c. 54, § 138, and the electors meet at the Massachusetts State House at the time set by federal law as provided in M.G.L. c. 54, § 148. Elector candidates must submit written acceptance and a pledge to vote for their party’s presidential and vice-presidential nominees, as required under M.G.L. c. 54, § 78A, and the state secretary certifies their names for the ballot. Overall, the law ensures that electors are appointed via popular vote, certified by the governor, and that any vacancies are filled through established procedures.
SUMMARY: This legislation will amend Massachusetts election law to modernize and clarify the process for appointing and certifying presidential electors. It updates Section 118 of Chapter 54 to specify that the individuals receiving the highest number of votes shall be deemed elected within fourteen days or six days before the meeting of presidential electors, whichever comes first, and requires the governor to issue certificates of election that are immediately transmitted to the Archivist of the United States and posted on the state secretary’s website. Section 138 is revised to establish security features for certificates of ascertainment, outline procedures for the presidential electors to prepare and transmit certificates of vote and ensure public posting and recordkeeping. The law also amends Chapter 53 to require political parties to nominate alternate elector nominees, formalize pledges by electors to vote for their party’s candidates, and extend these pledges to successor candidates if a nominee dies or withdraws. Additional provisions allow the governor to certify electors while accounting for vacancies, and Sections 148A–148C establish procedures for filling vacant elector positions, handling ballots, and issuing amended certificates of ascertainment when the final list of electors changes. The act is set to take effect on July 1, 2026.


