JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number: H. 5129
Title: An Act validating certain proceedings of the town of Stow
Sponsor(s): Governor Maura T. Healey 
Hearing Date: March 24, 2026
Reporting Deadline: May 23, 2026
Prior History: No prior history 
Similar Matters: None 
 CURRENT LAW: Under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 39, Section 10, a town must issue a warrant for any special town meeting and notice of the meeting must be given at least 14 days in advance. The warrant must specify the time, place, and subjects to be acted upon, and notice must be posted in public places and published in accordance with the town’s by-laws or, if none exist, in a manner approved by the Attorney General
SUMMARY: The legislation ratifies the results of the Town of Stow Special Town Meeting held on October 27, 2025, where the people of Stow voted to adopt eight warrant articles, which included adopting the MBTA Communities Zoning Bylaw and authorizing the borrowing of funds to address PFAS contamination. The ratification serves to resolve any question that might arise from the fact that there was a technical error in posting the warrant prior to the Special Town Meeting.

