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 CURRENT LAW: Under section 43, chapter 59A of MGLs, a special election for a ward councilor is only required if the vacancy happens more than six months before the end of the term, while vacancies closer to the end of the term are filled by city council appointment.
SUMMARY: This legislation will establish a process for filling a vacancy in the office of a ward-elected city councilor in Marlborough. If a vacancy occurs before the final 12 months of the term, the Marlborough City Council must promptly order a special election to fill the seat for the remainder of the unexpired term. If the vacancy occurs within the last 12 months of the term, the remaining members of the City Council will instead fill the position by a majority vote, with the appointee serving for the remainder of the term. The act will take effect immediately upon passage.

