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A Testimony Submitted Digitally
James Lomastro of Dignity Alliance , at 45 Larchmeadow Drive ,  01341, requests to submit the following testimony to the Joint committee on Aging and Independence Hearing on Monday, May 11, 2026 at 10:00 AM:

                     This testimony applies to Bills: S3056 				  

DIGNITY ALLIANCE MASSACHUSETTS
Legislative Fact Sheet: H.5243 / S.3056
An Act relative to medication administration in rest homes

The Issue: A Threat to Community-Based Care
Massachusetts rest homes (Level IV facilities) provide a vital residential option for older adults and people with disabilities who do not require the clinical intensity of a nursing home. For decades, these facilities have relied on "Responsible Persons"—trained, unlicensed staff—to administer medications.

Recent regulatory proposals by the Department of Public Health (DPH) threatened to eliminate this practice. If implemented, rest homes would be forced to hire 24/7 licensed nursing staff, creating an unfunded mandate of approximately $160,000 per facility annually. For many non-profit and community-based rest homes, this would lead to immediate financial collapse and the displacement of vulnerable residents into higher-cost institutional settings.
The Solution: H.5243 / S.3056
This legislation provides the statutory clarity necessary to protect the rest home model by amending M.G.L. Chapter 94C, Section 7.

•	Codifies the Practice: Formally recognizes the role of "Responsible Persons" in the Controlled Substances Act, providing the same legal foundation currently enjoyed by community-based programs (DMH/DDS).
•	Ensures Continuity: Allows residents to "age in place" by permitting staff to assist those who can no longer self-administer their medications.
•	Maintains Affordability: Preserves the lower-cost residential model that is essential for both the state budget and family resources.

The Recommendation: A Path Toward Professionalization
Dignity Alliance Massachusetts strongly supports this bill but recommends an amendment to enhance safety and workforce standards:
Proposed Amendment: Require the Department of Public Health to conduct a study on the feasibility of requiring "Responsible Persons" to receive standardized training and certification through the Commonwealth’s Medication Administration Program (MAP).
Why MAP?
•	Proven Success: MAP has safely governed medication administration by unlicensed staff in community residential settings for over 30 years.
•	Uniform Standards: Replacing facility-specific training with a state-approved curriculum ensures consistent safety protocols across all 60+ rest homes in Massachusetts.
•	Worker Empowerment: Formal certification provides direct care workers with a portable, professional credential, improving job satisfaction and retention.

Conclusion
H.5243 / S.3056 is not just a "regulatory fix"; it is a safeguard for resident dignity and choice. We urge the Joint Committee on Aging and Independence to report these bills favorably with the addition of the MAP certification study.

