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AN ACT RELATIVE TO ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCES IN THE COMMONWEALTH
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BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

 

Good morning Chairs Jehlen, Stanley and members of the Committee. AARP is the nation's largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering Americans 50 and older to choose how they live as they age. With a nationwide presence, AARP strengthens communities and advocates for what matters most to the more than 100 million Americans 50-plus and their families: health security, financial stability, and personal fulfillment.
 
AARP supports policies related to supportive housing, including assisted living residences, which ensure 1) quality and consumer protection; 2) affordability and access – including increased access for individuals with low-income individuals; 3) transparency; and 4) regulatory standards with strict state-level oversight and clear definitions. 

House Bill No. 5376/Senate Bill No 3057 - An Act Relative To Assisted Living Residences In The Commonwealth reflects a meaningful effort to modernize assisted living oversight by dedicating a funding stream through a trust fund that will be overseen by the Executive Office of Aging and Independence.

AARP supports the bills, as proposed, because the Trust Fund will pay for: (i) assisted living certification unit staffing; (ii) assisted living certification compliance reviews; (iii) assisted living complaint and incident investigations; (iv) ombudsman services for residents of assisted living and residents’ families; (v) maintaining public-facing data, reporting and accountability measures; (vi) managing appeals of findings and fines; and (vii) oversight enhancements – all of which are critical consumer protections.

In addition, AARP supports the Trust Fund using revenues collected from certification application and renewal fees; and any revenues collected from fines.
 
AARP Massachusetts lauds the Legislature’s thoughtful and deliberate work to enhance consumer protections for assisted living residents and their families.

Thank you.
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