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The Honorable Thomas M. Stanley                          	The Honorable Patricia D. Jehlen
House Chair, Joint Committee on              	        	Senate Chair, Joint Committee on
Aging and Independence                                    	Aging and Independence
State House Room 167                                           	State House Room 421
Boston, MA 02133                                                 	Boston, MA 02133


Dear Honorable Chairs Stanley and Jehlen: 
I write in support of H778 An Act relative to the LGBTQ Aging Commission. Last session, in my capacity as the House Vice Chair of the Joint Committee on Elder Affairs, I was honored to be designated to serve as Co-Chair of the LGBTQ Aging Commission. The commission's responsibilities include investigating and analyzing the wide-ranging needs of older LGBTQ adults and their caregivers, such as health, housing, financial, psychosocial, and long-term care requirements. 
H778 would revise the enabling statute in Chapter 3, Section 71, of the Massachusetts General Laws to incorporate name changes to the Commission itself, along with certain member organizations, as well as to align with current terminology.  This way, the statutory language is cohesive and reflective of the organizations and terminology used within the Commission and its work. This legislation does not make any changes to the status of the Commission or to its charge.

I respectfully urge the Committee to favorably report on H778 An Act relative to the LGBTQ Aging Commission. If you desire further information, please feel free to contact my office. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
  
Sincerely,  
 [image: ] 
Kate Lipper-Garabedian  
State Representative  
32nd Middlesex District  
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