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CURRENT LAW: (MGL Chapter 51), if a registered voter fails to respond to a confirmation notice and does not vote in two consecutive federal elections, their name may be removed from the active voting list and possibly from the voter registration rolls (Section 4(c)). Registrars maintain annual voter registers (Sections 37, 37A, and 38), updating them based on new registrations, deaths, changes of address, and legal disqualifications. Voters who appear to have moved are placed on an inactive list and must respond or vote within two biennial elections to remain registered; otherwise, they may be removed from the rolls. Inactive voters may still vote upon affirming their residency.

SUMMARY: This act modifies how voter registration and census data are managed. It decouples the municipal census from voter registration by removing certain requirements about voter removal based on census data. It also updates rules for maintaining voter lists, including the process for removing inactive voters, restoring names to the active list, and handling changes of residence. The act introduces a new procedure for notifying voters and updating voter rolls. It also requires the Secretary of State to adopt regulations to implement these changes. 
