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CURRENT LAW: Under current Massachusetts law, polling places must be designated by local officials at least 20 days before an election (10 days for special elections) as required by Chapter 54, Section 24 of the General Laws. These polling places must be equipped with voting booths, guard rails, and other facilities to ensure voter privacy and security, as outlined in Chapter 54, Section 25. In addition, Chapter 54, Section 25B mandates that early voting locations must be physically accessible to elderly and disabled voters, and requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to provide reasonable accommodations, including accessible ballots and affidavits, upon request. Voters with physical disabilities are also entitled to assistance in marking their ballots under Chapter 54, Section 79, and may vote by absentee ballot with accommodations as provided in Chapter 54, Section 86. While these laws require polling places to be accessible and provide for voter assistance, they do not establish a dedicated funding source or grant program to support cities and towns in making physical improvements or running outreach programs for elderly and disabled voters

SUMMARY: This bill seeks to establish on the books of the Commonwealth a separate fund known as the Polling Location Accessibility Fund, to promote improved involvement in the electoral process by physically challenged and elderly individuals. All revenues credited under this section shall remain in said Polling Location Accessibility Fund to assist cities and towns of the Commonwealth in paying all or part of any costs associated with local initiatives to improve the physical condition of polling locations that may contain obstacles to access, or impediments to movement for elderly and physically-challenged residents wishing to vote. 
