JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.803 
 
Title:				An Act relative to candidate information on ballots
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Natalie Blais (Deerfield) 
  
Hearing Date:		June 17, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		August 16, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.659): Ordered to a study. 
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 53 § 8 – Certificates of nomination and nomination papers; contents; party designation: Nomination papers and certificates must include a candidate's full residential address, including street name and house number.

M.G.L. c. 53 § 34 – Ballots; contents; arrangement; form: Requires that candidates for elective office, for ward or town committee, or for state committee have their full residential address, including street name and house number, printed alongside their name on the ballot.

M.G.L. c. 53 § 106 – Form of official ballot: Requires that, when folded, the back and outside of ballots shall feature the full residential address of candidates for elective or caucus office, including street name and house number.

M.G.L. c. 54 § 41 – Names; residences; political designation; incumbents: Requires ballots to include the full residential address of candidates for town, city, or state office.
   
SUMMARY: 
[A neutral summary of the changes to current law proposed by the bill] 
 
The bill amends M.G.L. c. 53 § 8 by removing the requirement for candidates to place their entire street address on the ballot. Instead, merely the municipality of residence is required. Also changes “his” to “their” for purposes of gender inclusivity.

Additionally, the bill amends M.G.L. c. 53 § 34 by requiring the listing of a candidate’s municipality of residence on the ballot.

Further, the bill amends M.G.L. c. 53 § 106 by requiring ballots to list a candidate for elective or caucus office’s municipality of residence on the back and outside of the ballot, when folded.

The bill also amends M.G.L. c. 54 § 41 by requiring ballots to list a candidate for town, city, or state office’s municipality of residence.

