JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.804 
 
Title:				An Act relative to gender neutral language in election law
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Natalie Blais (Deerfield) 
  
Hearing Date:		June 17, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		August 16, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.660): Reported favorably; referred to House Steering, 
Policy, and Scheduling; read third; no further action taken. 
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 53 – Nominations, questions to be submitted to the voters, primaries and caucuses: Governs the processes related to elections, including the nomination of candidates by political parties and through nomination papers, the conduct of primaries, and the certification of candidates for public office. It also outlines the roles and responsibilities of political party committees, local election officials, and the rules for filling vacancies and managing ballots.
   
SUMMARY: 
[A neutral summary of the changes to current law proposed by the bill] 
 
The bill amends M.G.L. c. 53  by replacing every use of gendered language with gender neutral language. For example, “him” becomes “them”.



