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Title: An Act relative to dark money in local government 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Simon Cataldo

Hearing Date: October 21, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: December 20, 2025
 
Prior History: 2023-2024 (H.4173) Sponsored by Rep. Fernandes- redrafted as S2801 and sent to Senate Ways and Means. 
 
Similar Matters: S.506- An Act Relative to dark money in local government- Sen. Julian Cyr
 
CURRENT LAW: Currently, Chapter 55 does not specifically address expenditures related to town warrant articles

SUMMARY: Chapter 55 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2022 Official Edition, is amended by adding Section 22B, which establishes reporting requirements for individuals or entities that contribute or expend $1,000 or more to influence a town warrant article or its vote at a town meeting. The term “article” refers to subjects listed in a town meeting warrant, while “town meeting” and “warrant” are defined in accordance with Chapter 39, Sections 9 and 10, respectively. Entities meeting the expenditure threshold must file detailed reports with the town clerk on a form prescribed by the director, including information on expenditures, liabilities, and contributions. These reports are due monthly, five days before a town meeting, and thirty days after a town meeting. The section exempts public officials acting in their official or private capacity and prescribes penalties for noncompliance, including fines up to $1,000, imprisonment for up to one year, or both.
