JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY 
Bill Number: H.809

Title: An Act establishing ranked choice voting for certain offices in the town of Lexington

Sponsor(s): Rep. Michelle L. Ciccolo

Hearing Date: November 13, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: January 12, 2025
 
Prior History:  2023-2024- H.4223- Ordered to a House Study 

Similar Matters: N/A
 
CURRENT LAW: Under current law, Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 50 through 54 govern the conduct of all state and local elections, including how votes are cast, counted, and certified. Specifically, M.G.L. c.50, §1 defines the general framework for elections, M.G.L. c.54, §§1–135 outlines the administration of elections (including ballot format, counting, and certification), and M.G.L. c.53 governs nominations and ballot access. Under this system, voters may select only one candidate per office, and votes are not transferred or redistributed based on ranked preference

SUMMARY: This bill establishes Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) for specified Lexington town offices starting January 1, 2025, superseding any conflicting provisions in Chapter 753 of the Acts of 1968 and its amendments. RCV will apply to elections for Moderator, Select Board, School Committee, Lexington Housing Authority, and Planning Board, unless the number of certified candidates is less than or equal to the number of available seats. Under RCV, voters rank candidates in order of preference. In single-seat races, if no candidate wins a majority of first-choice votes, the lowest-ranked candidate is eliminated in each round until one candidate remains. In multi-seat elections, a candidate is elected upon reaching an election threshold, calculated from the total votes divided by the number of seats plus one, plus one vote. Surplus votes from elected candidates are redistributed based on voter rankings using a calculated transfer value. Candidates with the lowest vote totals are eliminated, including through “batch elimination” when multiple low-vote candidates can be removed simultaneously without affecting the outcome. The bill also includes detailed procedures for resolving ties. If last-place candidates are tied and batch elimination applies, all tied candidates are defeated. If a tie occurs between non-last-place continuing candidates, the tie is broken based on the number of votes each received in the prior round. If last-place candidates are tied and not eligible for batch elimination, the tie is resolved by comparing the tied candidates’ vote totals in successive previous rounds until the tie is broken. If a tie persists through all prior rounds and occurs in the first round, a runoff is held between the tied candidates, and the one receiving fewer votes is eliminated. The bill authorizes the Town Clerk to issue administrative rules for implementing RCV and requires the public release of election results, including full round-by-round tabulations, to ensure transparency and voter confidence.
