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CURRENT LAW: Currently, Massachusetts law under Chapter 55 regulates campaign finance for state and local elections, including contribution limits, reporting requirements, and public disclosure, but there is no statewide framework for citizen-funded municipal elections. Municipalities may have some local rules, but there is no uniform statutory mechanism allowing cities or towns to provide matching funds for small-dollar contributions to encourage broader participation in local campaigns.

SUMMARY: This legislation amends the General Laws by introducing Chapter 55D, which establishes a system for local-option citizen-funded election campaigns for municipal offices. It allows cities and towns to create a Democracy Trust Fund to promote citizen-funded campaigns, enabling candidates to raise funds through small-dollar donations. Municipalities can adopt a charter provision, ordinance, or by-law to set up the fund, with the city or town clerk administering it. The fund will provide matching funds for candidates who receive contributions of at least $10 from local voters, with a matching rate of up to double the contribution amount. Candidates must agree to spending limits to qualify for matching funds. Regulations will be developed by the clerk to implement the program. This system aims to encourage broader participation in municipal elections and support candidates without access to large financial networks. The law will take effect no less than one year before the first election it applies to.


