JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
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Title: An Act relative to transparent political campaigning 

Sponsor(s): Rep. Mike Connolly 

Hearing Date: October 21, 2025
 
Reporting Deadline: December 20, 2025
 
Prior History: 2023-2024 (H.862) Ordered to a House Study
 
Similar Matters: 
 
CURRENT LAW: The current law, under Chapter 55, Sections 1 and 18G of the Massachusetts General Laws, defines “electioneering communication” as any broadcast, cable, mail, satellite, or print communication that refers to a clearly identified candidate and is publicly distributed within 90 days before an election. Certain communications are excluded, including those to fewer than 100 recipients, news stories, membership communications, debates or forums, email, and unpaid internet communications. Section 18G also requires that paid radio, television, or internet advertisements disclose the identity of the individual, corporation, group, association, or labor union paying for the communication, with additional disclosure requirements for corporate or organizational sponsors, ensuring transparency in political spending.

SUMMARY: This legislation will update the definition of “electioneering communication” to include SMS, MMS, and other text messages that reference clearly identified candidates within 90 days of an election, while maintaining exemptions such as membership communications, bona fide news coverage, debates, email, and unpaid internet communications. It will also require that independent expenditures or electioneering communications sent via text messages disclose the identity of the payer, list the top five contributors of over $1,000 within the past year (or fewer if applicable), and include a notice directing recipients to the Office of Campaign and Political Finance website. These requirements will also apply to text message communications related to ballot questions
