JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.815 
 
Title:				An Act relative to town committee elections and membership
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Mark Cusack (Braintree)
  
Hearing Date:		June 17, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		August 16, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.673) Ordered to study
2021-22 (H.771): Ordered to study
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A
 

CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 52 § 2 – Ward and town committees; elections; terms:
Each political party must elect ward and town committee members during the presidential primaries from enrolled party members or new voters who meet eligibility requirements. Members serve four-year terms, with specific rules for loss of membership due to moving out of the ward/town or changing party enrollment, and they continue representing their original wards even after redistricting until new committees are elected.

M.G.L. c. 52 § 9  – Ward and town committees; number of members to be elected at
presidential primaries; notice: Each ward and town committee must decide how many members (between 3 and 35) will be elected at the presidential primaries and must notify the state secretary by August 1 of the year before the election. If a committee fails to set or report the number, the previously established number of members will remain in effect.
   
SUMMARY: 
 
The bill changes the timing and term length of ward and town committee elections by requiring them to be held at both biennial state elections and presidential primaries, rather than just at presidential primaries, and reduces members’ terms from four years to two years. It also adjusts related provisions, such as when members' terms end and how redistricting affects representation, to align with this new two-year election cycle.

Further, this bill removes the previous capacity of 35 members, so long as committees are composed of at least three members. 
