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CURRENT LAW: Currently, under Chapter 55 of the General Laws, candidates, political committees, and other entities must report contributions, independent expenditures, and electioneering communications, but there is no provision requiring individuals in major policymaking positions to disclose transfers to non-political committee entities. Specifically, Sections 1 through 42 of Chapter 55 govern definitions, reporting, contributions, expenditures, and disclosure requirements, but these rules do not extend to transfers to tax-exempt organizations (501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), 501(c)(6)), §527 organizations, or LLCs that may then use those funds for political activity.

SUMMARY: This act requires individuals in major policymaking positions to disclose any donations or transfers of money or other value to tax-exempt organizations (like 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), and 501(c)(6) entities) and other non-political entities (such as LLCs or entities under IRS § 527) that engage in political activities. The disclosure is required if the entity uses the donation to support or oppose candidates, ballot questions, or engage in election-related communications, especially if the value of the transfer exceeds $1,000. Political committees are also required to report these donations to the Office of Campaign and Political Finance.
