JOINT COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS  
2025-2026 (194th) BILL SUMMARY   
  
  
Bill Number:			H.819 
 
Title:				An Act relative to random placement for candidate names and 
removal of incumbent information on primary and state ballots
 
Sponsor(s):			Rep. Mindy Domb (Amherst)
  
Hearing Date:		June 17, 2025 
 
Reporting Deadline:		August 16, 2025 
 
Prior History: 		2023-24 (H.678) Ordered to study
2021-22 (H.776): Ordered to study
 
Similar Matters: 		N/A

CURRENT LAW: 
 
M.G.L. c. 53 § 34 – Ballots; contents; arrangement; form:
In state primaries, the names of incumbent candidates are to be listed first on the ballot in alphabetical order, followed by all other candidates in alphabetical order. The same rule applies to candidates for state committee, giving ballot placement priority to incumbents.

M.G.L. c. 54 § 41 – Names; residences; political designation; incumbents:
Candidates for re-election to state or city office will have the words “Candidate for Reelection” accompany their name on the ballot, except in the case of candidates for governor or lieutenant governor. 

M.G.L. c. 54 § 42 –  Arrangement of names; blank spaces; name of city or town,
Etc: On state election ballots, candidates seeking re-election as elected incumbents are listed first in alphabetical order, followed by other political party candidates and then all remaining candidates, also in alphabetical order.

   
SUMMARY: 
 
This bill aims to eliminate incumbent advantages in the ballot order for state primaries and elections. It repeals language in Chapter 53 and Chapter 54 that allow preferential ballot placement and removes references to incumbency or re-election status. Instead, it requires that candidates for nomination or election to state office be listed in a randomly generated order determined by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. These changes  take effect January 1, 2026.
